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MEDIA INFORMATION

he media with their coverage of the Golden Bears this fall. Additional

information, including media releases and photographs, may be ob-
tained by contacting the Athletic Media Relations Office at (510) 642-5363.
Please take a moment to review the following policies and services that are
intended to assist you with your coverage of Cal football.

The 2005 University of California Football Guide is designed to assist
t!

MEDIA CREDENTIALS

Please direct all requests/questions for media, photo and parking creden-
tials to Cal home games to Athletic Media Relations at 349 Haas Pavilion,
University of California, Berkeley, CA 94720. Requests should be made in
writing by sports editors/directors on appropriate letterhead at least one
week prior to the game. Requests for media covering a visiting team should
be made through the opposing school’s Sports Information Director. Creden-
tials will be held in the Media Will Call booth the day of the game unless
other arrangements are made. Professional teams wanting to scout games in
Memorial Stadium may purchase game tickets through the Media Relations
Office.

MEDIA WILL CALL

The Media Will Call booth is located at Gate 9 on the south side of
Memorial Stadium. It opens 2 1/2 hours before kickoff and remains open
through the conclusion of the second quarter. Identification is required to
pick up credentials or tickets.

MEDIA ACCESS

The easiest access for the media is through the South Gate (Gate 9) of
Memorial Stadium. The press box elevator is located on the mezzanine level
near Section G.

MEDIA PARKING

Parking at Memorial Stadium is always at a premium with a limited number
of spaces allocated to the media. Press parking is located on Warring Street
between Channing Way and Piedmont Avenue. Early arrivals are strongly
suggested, and only those with parking permits will be admitted. Parking
permits cannot be left at will call.

STADIUM DIRECTIONS

Take the University Avenue exit off Interstate 80 and proceed east for
approximately two miles until University ends at Oxford Avenue. Turn right
and follow Oxford approximately four blocks (it becomes Fulton Street) to
Channing Way, then turn left. Follow Channing east to Warring Street. Turn
left on Warring to enter press parking.

MEDIA RELATIONS OFFICE

The primary Cal Media Relations Office is located on the third floor of
Haas Pavilion. The department also has a satellite office at 210 Memorial
Stadium, with access on the mezzanine level near Section H.

TUESDAY MEDIA LUNCHEONS

Each Tuesday during the football season, Cal hosts a media luncheon in
the Hall of Fame Room in Memorial Stadium. The luncheon, which begins at
11:30 a.m., features an appearance by head coach Jeff Tedford and several
Cal players, in addition to a speakerphone interview with the head coach of
the upcoming opponent.

BEST TIME TO REACH JEFF TEDFORD

The best time to reach head coach Jeff Tedford is between 11 a.m. and 1
p.m. Tuesdays. Please give at least 24-hour notice on all interview requests.
Contact the Media Relations Office at (510) 642-5363 to make arrange-
ments. Tedford can usually be made available for interviews for a short
period of time immediately prior to afternoon practice (usually about 2:30
p.m.) or after the conclusion of practice on the field. Prior arrangements are
requested.

PLAYER/COACH INTERVIEWS

All player interviews, either in person or by telephone, must be coordi-
nated through the Cal Media Relations Office with a minimum of at least
one-day advance notice. Players may be interviewed prior to practice, usu-
ally between 12 noon and 2 p.m., while brief TV interviews can be conducted
on the practice field immediately before practice begins at 4 p.m. Brief
interviews can also be conducted immediately after practice on the field at
approximately 6:30 p.m. Players are available for interviews Monday through
Thursday each week, but not on Fridays. Coaches should also be contacted
through the Media Relations Office at (510) 642-5363.

VIDEO FEEDS

Videotape highlights of Cal football are available each week throughout
the season via the Pacific-10 Conference satellite feed. For more informa-
tion, contact the Pac-10 office at (925) 932-4411.

TRAINING CAMP

This year’s training camp will be held on campus, beginning Monday, Aug
8. Player interviews will be conducted during training table meals, with prior
notice required through the Media Relations Office. TV interviews may also
be done on the practice field immediately after morning and afternoon
workouts, again requiring advance notice through Media Relations.

MEDIA RELATIONS STAFF

DEBBIE

HERB BENENSON SCOTTBALL
Assistant Assistant ROSENFELD-CAPARAZ
Athletic Director, Media Relations Assistant Media
Media Relations Director Relations Director

CHRISTINA JOHN DUNBAR EVAN KERR

TELLER Publications Publications

Assistant Media Director Coordinator
Relations Director
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CALIFORNIA ROAD

HEADQUARTERS
WASHINGTON UCLA
Hyatt Regency Bellevue Glendale Hilton

900 Bellevue Way NE
Bellevue, WA 98004
Phone: (425) 462-1234
Fax: (425) 646-7567

100 West Glenoaks Blvd
Glendale, CA 91203
Phone: (818) 956-5466
Fax: (818) 956-5490

NEW MEXICO OREGON
STATE Valley River Inn
El Paso Marriott 1000 Valley River Way
1600 Airway Blvd. Eugene, OR 97401

Phone: (541) 687-0123
Fax: (541) 687-0289

El Paso, TX 79925
Phone: (915) 774-6948
Fax: (915) 779-4591

DAILY PRACTICES

Cal’s practice sessions are conducted in Memorial Stadium and are gener-
ally open to the media. Practices begin at approximately 4 p.m. All media in
attendance must stay in the stands throughout practice. For media who want
to attend practices and/or make arrangements for player interviews after
practice, contact the Media Relations Office at (510) 642-5363.

TELEPHONES

Media outlets wanting to place a telephone in the Cal press box should
contact the Cal Media Relations Office at 510-642-5363 at least three days
in advance of the game. Several telephones will also be available for media
use in the media work area of the Travers Club Room.

VISITING RADIO PHONE LINES

One MB line and one ISDN line, along with two dry lines in the visitor’s
locker room, are available for use by visiting radio. The rental charge is
$150.00 (regardless of how many lines are used). Payment is accepted by
check only and should be made payable to “UC Regents” and received by the
Cal Media Relations Office prior to the day of the game.

PRESS BOX SERVICES

The Cal Media Relations Office will furnish game programs, pre-game
notes, flip cards and press guides prior to the game. Play-by-play accounts,
halftime and game statistics and post-game coaches’ quotes will be distrib-
uted. A verbal play-by-play account of down and distance will be provided
over the press box public address system. Fax sending services for statistical
information will be available to the media following the game. Media requir-
ing this service should contact a member of the Cal Media Relations staff by
the end of the third quarter. A complimentary meal and soft drinks will be
served prior to the game through halftime to all members of the media in the
press box.

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Field photographers must wear a photo armband in plain sight at all times,
in addition to the photo credential. The armband can be picked up on the
west side of the playing field near Section EE. A new armband is issued for
each game. NCAA rules limit shooting to outside the restraining line enclos-
ing the playing field and outside the 25-yard lines (the team area).

POSTGAME INTERVIEWS

Cal postgame interviews are conducted in the Travers Club Room, with
access on the mezzanine level of Memorial Stadium near Section AA. Fol-
lowing a 10-minute cooling off period, head coach Jeff Tedford will answer
questions first, followed by requested players. The visiting team locker room

USEFUL PHONE NUMBERS

CALMEDIA RELATIONS OFFICE ..............u.... (510) 642-5363
FaX 1ottt (510) 643-7778
Press Box Phone .......ooocoveiiiiiieiicieeeee (510) 642-3098
Herb Benenson ...........cccoevevveeieieieniinieennnns Direct: (510) 642-0515

Cell: (510) 334-0791

benenson@berkeley.edu

Christina Teller .........cccceviviniiniiiiiiics Direct: (510) 643-2938
cpteller@berkeley.edu

LOCAL HOTELS

Berkeley Marina Doubletree (200 Marina Blvd.) ....... (510) 548-7920
(ask for special Golden Bear rate)

Claremont Hotel (Ashby & Domingo) .........ccccceeueenne (510) 843-3000
Courtyard Emeryville (5555 Shellmound St.) ............. (510) 652-8777
Hilton-Concord (1970 Diamond Blvd.) .........cccceeeene (925) 827-2000
Hilton-Oakland Airport (1 Hegenberger)... ...(510) 635-5000
Holiday Inn-Emeryville (1800 Powell) ..........cccceeeee (510) 658-9300
Hotel Durant (2600 Durant Avenue)............c.cccevenveene (510) 845-8981

Lafayette Park Hotel (3287 Mt. Diablo Blvd.) ...
Oakland Marriott (1001 Broadway)....
Sheraton Four Points (1603 Powell)..........

..(925) 283-3700
..(510) 451-4000
.(510) 547-7888

Walnut Creek Marriott (2355 N. Main St.) ................ (925) 934-2000

Woodfin Suites Hotel (5800 Shellmound)................... (510) 601-5880
RESTAURANTS

Bay Grille at the Doubletree (200 Marina Blvd.) ....... (510) 548-7920

Baja Fresh (2237 Shattuck Ave.) ......ccooevieveninininens (510) 548-4444

Blake’s on Telegraph (2367 Telegraph) .
Cancun Taqueria (2134 Allston Way) ..... ...(510) 549-0964
Central Park (344 20th St.) ....ccccoovviiiiinniennne ...(510) 465-9904
Compadres Mexican Grill (4239 Park Blvd.) ............. (510) 482-3663
Chez Panisse (1517 Shattuck) ........ccocccevvvieieicinecnne. (510) 548-5529
Compadres (4239 Park Blvd.)... ...(510) 482-3663
Crogan’s (6101 LaSalle) (510) 339-2098
Henry’s in the Durant Hotel (2600 Durant)............... (510) 845-8981
MoMo’s (760 Second St., SF) .....cccceuevirieiunnnne ... (415) 227-8660
Pyramid Alehouse (901 Gilman St.) ........... ...(510) 528-9880

..(510) 848-0886

West Coast Pizza (1706 University Ave.) .......c.ccc...... (510) 841-9378
AIRLINES
ALASKA ..o (800) 426-0333
America West . ...(800) 235-9292
AMETICAN ..ottt (800) 433-7300
Continental (800) 525-0280
Delta ........... ...(800) 221-1212
JetBlue .... ...(800) 538-2583
Southwest ...(800) 435-9792
UNIEA vt (800) 241-6522

is located at the south end of the stadium, next to stairway 18 (sections J-JJ).
Formal visiting team head coach and player interviews will be conducted in
the tunnel area below the locker room and will be coordinated through the
visiting team SID staff.

POSTGAME MEDIA WORK AREA

Media may work in the press box following games, but are encouraged to
use the Travers Club Room (near Section AA) for filing purposes. The Club
Room is an enclosed area with desk space and telephones. Final statistics will
be available there, as well.
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CAL MAJOR MEDIA OUTLETS

NEWSPAPERS

TELEVISION

Associated Press
Greg Beacham (SE)

303 2nd Street, Suite 680 North

San Francisco, CA 94107
(415) 495-1708

Fax: 495-4967
WWW.ap.org

Contra Costa Times
Tom Barnidge (SE)
Jay Heater (beat)
P.O. Box 5088
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(925) 943-8261
Fax: 930-6150
WWWw.cctimes.com

Daily Californian (Student)
Sports Editor
Eshleman Hall
Berkeley, CA 94720
(510) 548-8300
Fax: 849-2803
www.dailycal.org

Marin Independent-Journal

Dave Allen (SE)

Dave Albee (columnist)
150 Alameda del Prado
Novato, CA 94948
(415) 382-7298

Fax: 883-5458
WWwWw.marinij.com

Modesto Bee
Brian Clark (SE)
Ron Augostini (columnist)
P.O. Box 3928
Modesto, CA 95352
(209) 578-2300
Fax: 238-4551
www.modbee.com

Napa Valley Register
Marty James (SE)
P.O. Box 150
Napa, CA 94558
(707) 226-3711
Fax: 224-3963
WWW.napanews.com

Oakland Tribune
Jon Becker (SE)
Dave Newhouse (beat)
4770 Willow Road
Pleasanton, CA 94588
(925) 416-4847
Fax: 416-4874
www.oaklandtribune.com

Sacramento Bee
Bill Bradley (SE)
21st & Q Streets
Sacramento, CA 95816
(916) 441-4100
Fax: 326-5503
www.sacbee.com

San Francisco Chronicle
Glenn Schwarz (SE)
Bruce Adams (beat)

901 Mission St.

San Francisco, CA 94103
(415) 777-7201

Fax: 543-3754
www.sfgate.com/chronicle

San Jose Mercury-News
Craig Lancaster (SE)
750 Ridder Park Dr.
San Jose, CA 95131
(408) 920-5354
Fax: 920-5244
WWW.sjmercury.com

Santa Rosa Press-Democrat
George Manes (SE)
P.O. Box 569
Santa Rosa, CA 95402
(707) 546-2020
Fax: 546-7538
www.pressdemocrat.com

Stockton Record
Tom Patterson (SE)
P.O. Box 900
Stockton, CA 95202
(209) 546-8282
Fax: 547-8187
www.recordnet.com

KGO-TV (ABC, Channel 7)
Eric Christiansen (SP)
900 Front St.
San Francisco, CA 94111
(415) 954-7934
Fax: 956-6402
www.kgo.com

KNTV-TV (NBC, Channel 11)
Rick Lambert (SP)
2450 N. First Street
San Jose, CA 95131
(408) 408-286-111
Fax: 286-1530
www.kntv.com

KPIX-TV (CBS, Channel 5)
Mike Harris (SP)
855 Battery St.
San Francisco, CA 94111
(415) 765-8776
Fax: 765-8973
www.cbs5.com

KRON-TV (Channel 4)
Dave Guingona (SP)
1001 Van Ness
San Francisco, CA 94109
(415) 561-8983
Fax: 561-8136
www.kron.com

KTVU-TV (FOX, Channel 2)
Pete Lupetti (SP)
No. 2, Jack London Square
Oakland, CA 94607
(510) 874-0254
Fax: 451-2610
www.ktvu.com
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RADIO

MISCELLANEOUS

KGO Radio (810 AM)
Sports Director
900 Front St.
San Francisco, CA 94111
(415) 954-8142
Fax: 954-8686
www.kgo.com

KALX Radio (90.7 FM) (Student)
Sports Director
26 Barrows Hall #5650
Berkeley, CA 94720
(510) 642-1111
Fax: 642-9715

KNBR 1050 Radio (1050 AM)
Lee Hammer (SD)
55 Hawthorne St.
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 864-1050
Fax: 995-6867
www.ktct.com

Joe Starkey
Radio Play-by-Play
910 Cortina Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94598
(415) 298-4078

Media Relations Office
University of California
349 Haas Pavilion
Berkeley, CA 94720-4426
(510) 642-5363
Fax: 643-7778
www.CalBears.com

Athletic Ticket Office
University of California
2223 Fulton Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94720
800-GO-BEARS
(510) 64-BEARS

Football Office
University of California
209 Memorial Stadium
Berkeley, CA 94720
(510) 642-3851
Fax: 643-9336

Pacific-10 Conference
Jim Muldoon, PR Director
800 S. Broadway, Suite 400
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
(925) 932-4411
Fax: 932-4601
www.Pac-10.org

kalx.berkeley.edu Troy Taylor
Radio Play-by-Play
9033 Biplane Way
Fair Oaks, CA 95628

(916) 208-6328

KCBS Radio (740 AM)
Hal Ramey (SD)
865 Battery Street
San Francisco, CA 94111
(415) 765-4062
Fax: 765-4080
www.kcbs.com

KNBR Radio (680 AM)
Bob Agnew (GM)
55 Hawthorne St.
San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 995-6808
Fax: 995-6835
www.knbr.com

WWW.CALBEARS.COM
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Cal and KGO Radio (810 AM) of San Francisco continue to enjoy the
longest-standing sports relationship in the Bay Area. Entering its 32nd
consecutive season as the home for Cal football, KGO is a 50,000-watt
ABC-owned and operated station that has been carrying Golden Bear games
since the 1974 campaign.

During the summer, Cal and KGO agreed
to a contract extension that will keep the
Bears on the station through the 2009 sea-
son. It is the longest standing radio asso-
ciation in the Pac-10 Conference and one
of the longest in college athletics.

Each broadcast begins with a 30-minute pregame show prior to kickoff,
with the postgame report including player interviews from the locker room.
In addition, a new feature this year is the Fifth Quarter, a 30-minute post-
game program that follows the game.

Joe Starkey is returning for his 31st season as the “Voice of the Golden
Bears.” His perhaps most famous for his emotional call of the dramatic
five-lateral kickoff return for a Cal touchdown at the end of the 1982 Cal-
Stanford game, which was acclaimed across the nation. He has had various
NFL and NHL assignments in his career, including a stint with the Minne-
sota Vikings, and is currently the lead announcer on the San Francisco 49er
radio broadcasting team.

Starkey is joined in the booth by former Cal quarterback Troy Taylor,

BROADCASTING THE BEARS

CAL RADIO TEAM

Joe Starkey Troy Taylor

who begins his first season as an analyst this fall. A letterman for the Bears
from 1986-89, Taylor still holds school records for career passing yards
(8,126) and career total offense yards (8,236). He completed his tenure at
Cal 683-for-1162 (58.8%) through the air with 51 touchdowns. In addi-
tion, Taylor served as an assistant coach for the Bears from 1996-99,
working with quarterbacks, wide receivers and tight ends.

Joining KGO Radio on the Cal football network this season are: KKGO
Radio (1260 AM, Los Angeles), KTKZ Radio (1380 AM, Sacramento),
KESP Radio (970 AM, Modesto) and KNRO Radio (600 AM, Redding).
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FOOTBALL STAFF

209 Memorial Stadium, Berkeley, C 20
Head Coach: Jeff Tedford .
Assistant to the Head Coach: Debbie Sch
E-mail: football@berkeley.edu
Offensive Coordinator/QBs: George Cortez
Defensive Coordinator: Bob Gregory
Defensive Line: Ken Delgado
Linebackers: Justin Wilcox
Defensive Backs: J.D. Williams
Running Backs: Ron Gould
Assistant Head Coach/OL: Jim Michalczik
Wide Receivers: Eric Kiesau
Tight Ends/Special Teams: Pete Alamar
Graduate Asst./Offense: Kevin Daft
Graduate Asst./Defense: Bert Watts
Offensive Asst./QBs: Sanjay Lal
Director of Football Operations: Mike McHugh
Assistant: Bud Turner
Strength & Conditioning Coach: John Krasinski
Assistant: Scott O’Dell
Recruiting Assistant: Andrew McGraw
Recruiting Assistant: Kevin Parker
Administrative Assistant: Denis Hallin
Student-Athlete Development: David Ortega
Video Coordinator: Matt Fox

642-3851

AdMINISIIALION L.ttt 642-3839
115 Haas Pavilion, Berkeley, CA 94720
Athletic Director: Sandy Barbour
Assistant: Beth Nitzberg
Deputy Director of Athletics/SWA: Teresa Kuehn
Assistant: Dayna Sannazzaro
Deputy Director of Athletics: Steve Holton
Assistant: Dayna Sannazzaro
Executive Assoc. AD/Development: Dexter Bailey Jr.
Assistant: Kristi Motley
Olympic Sports Operations: Josh Flushman, Jeanette Morganti

Athletic Development ..........cooveireireneinieeeseeeeeee e 642-2427
Assistant AD/Major Gifts: Dave Rosselli
Assistant AD/Development Operations: Liz Miles
Staff: Andrea Campos, Ivy Clift, Diana Fogg, Aaron George,
Tami Holzman, Susie Homer, Craig Morton, Barbara Oseroff,
Lani Romero

Athletic Study Center .........ccooeriririeriiiieeeeeee e 642-0605
Director: Derek Van Rheenen
Staff: Joe Morello, Chris Lane, Courtney Dolder, Richard DeShong,
Lucas Moosman, Tony Mirabelli, Melanie Moonsamy,
Laura Neustedter, Keiko Price, Eva Tang

Athletic Ticket OffiCe .....ccooiviiiieriiiiiiiieieeeceeee (800) GO BEARS
Director of Ticket Operations: Ray Krise
Staff: Anne Armstrong, Gwen Crociata, Zach Franzen, Shane Mealor,
Bill Wyatt

Business/Travel/Personnel Office .........ccoovvevveiiiiieeceeceeeeeeene. 643-9071
Associate AD/Human Resources & Financial Services: Dawn Whalin
Staff: Angie Abbatecola, Brad Bleichner, Melinda Collier, Luke Fulp,

Lena Lau-Stewart, Fiona Sanguinetti, Hilary Scott, Stacey Templeman

COMPUANCE ..ttt 643-8035
Associate AD/Compliance: Foti Mellis
Assistant AD/Compliance: Chris Stivers

EQUIPMENt ..o 642-3049
Equipment Manager: Ed Garland
Staff: Eric Howitt, Dave Moosman, Laura Wong

Event Management .........ccceoeeerierienicniinienieeceteeesee e 642-6130
Assistant AD/Event Management: Gordon Bayne
Event Managers: Jesse James, Gloria Kaci
Spirit Groups Coordinator: Diane Milano
Scheduling: Sandy Camillo

Facilities Management ...........cccocceeeevierieiininieieienceceeee e 643-9759
Assistant AD/Facilities Management: Mike Huff
Assistant AD/Capital Planning & Management: Bob Milano Jr.

Faculty Athletic Representative ...........coceeeeieiiniiieiienieneccee 642-8187
Faculty Athletic Representative: Dr. Jesse Choper
Eligibility: Josh Alley

Information SYStEMS ......cccoecieriiiiriiieiiiereceeeee e 643-0389
Assistant AD/Information Systems: Dan Williams
Staff: Karen Boro, Colin Grady, Jesse Pietarinen, Angela Wong

Marketing & Promotions ..........ccccceeevieiiineninieieieseseeeeeee 642-2444
Associate AD/Marketing: Robert Hartman
Staff: Sherry Harlan, Rob Rasmussen, Mark Ryan, Matt Terwilliger,
Sue Woodward

Media Relations ..........ccueeeuieeieiieeiicieeie e eeee s 642-5363

Assistant AD/Media Relations: Herb Benenson

Assistant Directors: Scott Ball, Debbie Rosenfeld-Caparaz,
Christina Teller

Interns: Kimberley Hoidal, Veronica White

Publications Director: John Dunbar

Publications Coordinator: Evan Kerr

SPOrts MEAICINE ...t 642-4878
Assistant AD/Sports Medicine: Dr. Bill Coysh
Head Team Physician: Dr. Cindy Chang

Assoc. Team Physician: Dr. Jeff Nelson

Administrative Assistant: Aleta Martenez
Head Athletic Trainer: Ryan Cobb

Athletic Trainers: Elaine Garcia, Jason Miyamoto, Barry Parsons,

Carol Rogers, Brian Schulman, Linda Smith, Dave Stenger

Graduate Assistants: Melissa Belandres, Elise Hammond,

Natalie Spangler, Arsenio Tovar, David Walden
Physical Therapists: Lynn Schankliess, Deirdre McLoughlin

Strength & Conditioning (Haas Pavilion): .........cccceeeveviiincinnnnn. 642-8763
Strength & Conditioning Coach: Mike Blasquez
Staff: Hank Behrens, Pat Dixon, Nick Folker

StUAENE SEIVICES ...ttt 643-7948
Assistant Director: Mohamed Mugqtar
Staff: Lucille Carpenter-Williams, Therese Groth

To arrange an interview with any member of the Cal Athletic Depart-
ment, please contact the Media Relations Office at 642-5363. All phone
numbers are in area code 510.
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t has been a dizzying ride for California football the past three years.

From 1-10 in 2001 to 10-2 in 2004. From the worst record at the school

in 104 years to the best record in 54 years. From off college football’s

adar screen to earning the school’s highest national ranking (No. 4) in
52 years. From zero Pac-10 wins to seven conference victories, the most by
a Bear team in 55 years. From one road win in an entire season to posting a
school-record five in 2004. From being outscored by three touchdowns per
game to outscoring their opponents by that same margin. From being the
laughing stock of the Pac-10 to being the only school to defeat two-time
national champion USC since 2002.

So, if you’re one of those Golden Bear faithful, there are two burning
questions that beg to be asked: “Can it get any better around here?”

And “How is Jeff Tedford going to pull it off this time?”

No question, the 2005 Bears will be challenged to keep this out-of-no-
where express train on a winning track that has seen Cal rattle off 15
victories in its last 18 games and come within an eyelash of a perfect regular
season in 2004.

While Cal enjoyed the rarified air of a national Top 5 program much of
last fall, Tedford, the 2004 Pac-10 Coach of the Year, is well aware of holes
he must fill in this year’s lineup.

After all, name another university that loses the country’s only 2,000-
yard rusher (J.J. Arrington), the school’s career reception leader (Geoff
McArthur) and single-season sack record holder (Ryan Riddle), as well as a
quarterback picked in the first round of the NFL Draft (Aaron Rodgers)? And
the Bears lose quantity as well as quality, as Tedford has had to say farewell to
13 starters from last year’s Holiday Bowl team.

“Every year there seems to be a new challenge,” said Tedford. “We are
very young, but I can see maturity happen every day. During the spring, we
were able to evaluate some of our younger talent, players who will have the
opportunity to fill spots and make a strong contribution to this year’s team
and, really, the future of the program. They now understand the work it takes
to reach our team goals.”

When Tedford arrived on campus in January of 2002, he vowed to Old
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Blues that his goal was to build Cal football into a Top 20 program. It didn’t
go unnoticed that the fresh-faced coach didn’t say team, he said program.

After engineering three straight winning seasons at Cal for the first time
in more than a half century, Tedford is well aware of the next task at hand if
he wants the Golden Bears to emulate the other perennial Top 20 programs.

He knows it’s not time to rebuild. Rather, it’s time to reload.

If Cal can, indeed, maintain its recent success, the key will be an influx of
new talent. And it would appear that Tedford and his coaching staff have
replenished the 2005 roster with an extraordinary group of new players.

Rivals.com ranked the Bears’ 2005 recruiting class No. 8 in the country
with Scout.com placing Cal ninth nationally — the Bears’ third consecutive
Top 20 group under Tedford. Among the 12 All-Americans who signed are
five who hail from the junior college level and offer the maturity, talent and
experience to step right in and produce in areas where the Bears lost key
personnel.

While Cal loses five starters from an offense that led the Pac-10 in total
offense (492.4 ypg) and rushing (256.8 ypg), and ranked second to USC in
scoring (36.8 ppg), the Bears should feature another talent-laden unit this
fall.

Like any great offense, it will all start up front. Cal returns four starters
from arguably the finest offensive line in the Pac-10 last season. Heading the
group are senior center Marvin Philip, a first team All-Pac-10 choice and
rated the No. 1 center in the country this fall by The Sporting News, and
junior tackle Ryan O’Callaghan (6-7, 340), another first team All-Pac-10
selection in 2004. They are joined by senior guard Aaron Merz and junior
tackle Andrew Cameron, both honorable mention all-conference picks a
year ago.

But what has Cal fans worked up into a real frenzy is who this group will be
blocking for. Despite losing Arrington to the NFL, the Bears feature a stable
of talented runners, headlined by the mercurial Marshawn Lynch, who aver-
aged nearly nine yards per carry as a true freshman last fall.

Unleashing four runs of over 40 yards and scoring 10 touchdowns as a
backup during his rookie campaign, Lynch reeled off rushing efforts of 121
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yards at Washington and 122 yards against Stanford in consecutive weeks.
Overall, he led the Pac-10 with 8.8 yards per carry in gaining 628 yards on
only 71 attempts last year.

In the spring, Lynch provided a glimpse of what fans might expect this
fall, as his combined rushing total over Cal’s three scrimmages was 241 yards
on 17 carries, including a 95-yard burst in which he turned the corner and
traveled untouched into the end zone.

Yet, Tedford is well aware that if his 2005 offense is going to match the
production of previous units, the key will be striking a balance between the
run and the pass. And a new cast of characters will be featured in this year’s
aerial arsenal.

At quarterback, Tedford has borrowed the same page that saw Rodgers
blossom into one of college football’s finest passers and field generals. He’s
dipped into the junior college ranks to pluck, perhaps, the premier JC quar-
terback in the United States in City College of San Francisco’s 6-3, 220-
pound Joe Ayoob.

Named California’s 2004 Junior College Offensive Player of the Year and
a first team JC All-American, Ayoob completed 61.3 percent of his passes for
3,679 yards and 35 touchdowns last autumn. A polished passer and rusher,
Ayoob directed CCSF to a 23-1 record during his two-year tenure, and
SuperPrep rated him the No. 2 junior college player in the nation.

Unlike Rodgers, who was forced to do a crash course in digesting Tedford’s
intricate offense during 2003 summer training camp, Ayoob had the luxury
of beginning to master the Bears’ playbook during spring drills after enrolling
in January.

Redshirt-freshman QB Nate Longshore, last year’s third-stringer and former
Parade magazine All-American with big-league dimensions (6-5, 225), en-
ters fall camp battling Ayoob for the No. 1 job after an impressive spring.
Owner of a strong arm and a good understanding of the Cal system, Longshore
also possesses one of the best work ethics on the squad.

“When we come into fall, there will be competition,” Tedford said after
the Spring Game.

With four senior receivers having
graduated from the program -
McArthur, Chase Lyman,
Jonathan Makonnen and Burl
Toler — wideout Robert Jor-
dan, a true sophomore, is
the most experienced
pass-catcher returning.
Showing flashes of prom-
ise, Jordan began the 2004
campaign with redshirt in-
tentions but was pressed
into starting duty due to a
series of injuries that de-
pleted the receiver ranks.

In six starts and eight

games overall, Jordan

snared 29 passes for 332

yards and two touch-
downs to rank second on
the club in receptions.
While still somewhat
green, Jordan clearly should
develop into a top-flight Pac-
10 receiver in the coming sea-
sons, as his 2004 performances
against Arizona State (seven
catches for 116 yards and one
TD) and Texas Tech (five
, receptions) in
y the Holiday

Offensive Tackle I\ ' Bowl suggest.

Andrew Cameron While jun-
ior David
Gray (4 rec.,
39 yds. in

’04) and a speedy group of sopho-
more wide receivers that includes

MEMORIAL STADIUM
RENOVATION PROCESS
UNDERWAY

As the Golden Bears enter the season this fall, the process to renovate
historic Memorial Stadium is well underway.

HNTB Architecture, a national leader in the planning and design of
sports and entertainment facilities and the primary architectural firm
that will oversee the retrofit and modernization of the 82-year-old
venue, has been working with Athletic Department and University offi-
cials, as well as alumni and other interested parties, over the past few
months to design an upgraded and modernized structure.

The plan is to preserve the character of the stadium while creating a
first-rate facility that improves safety, enhances the game-day experi-
ence for fans, and provides football and 12 other men’s and women’s
intercollegiate teams with space for a state-of-the-art training, develop-
ment and coaching center.

Recognized for its design of new and renovated stadiums both on the
professional and college levels, HTNB has helped upgrade such historic
venues as the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, Ohio State’s Ohio Sta-
dium, Purdue’s Ross-Ade Stadium and Spartan Stadium at Michigan State
in recent years. The firm has also secured contracts to renovate stadiums
at Michigan and Illinois.

For the Cal project, HTNB is working in conjunction with Studios
Architecture, an internationally recognized design firm in San Fran-
cisco. Working with a Memorial Stadium Advisory Committee last fall,
Studios developed the integrated concept for the southeast campus im-
provements.

Noah Smith, Sam DeSa and Sean Young will have ample opportunities to earn
playing time this fall, there are two incoming recruits that may determine
whether the Golden Bears can repeat as an upper echelon team in the Pac-10.

Lavelle Hawkins, a teammate of Ayoob’s at City College of San Francisco,
averaged 22.8 yards per catch in flagging down 23 passes for 525 yards in
seven games after enrolling late at CCSF in 2004. The 4.4 speedster ranked
as the No. 4 athlete in the country by Rivals.com, earning JC All-America
honors from SuperPrep.

The most intriguing recruit among the receiving corps, however, is fresh-
man DeSean Jackson. Named the Los Angeles Times’ Southern California
Player of the Year, the 6-0, 175-pound Jackson caught 60 passes for 1,075
yards for Long Beach Poly High School and scored 15 touchdowns — eight of
which measured 60 yards or more. A Parade All-American, he was named
MVP of the U.S. Army All-American Bowl after corralling seven passes for
141 yards and passing for a 45-yard touchdown. He later snagged five passes
for 145 yards and one TD in the CaliFlorida Bowl.

“DeSean brings big-play potential to our program,” said Tedford. “At this
stage of his career, he’s one of the most polished receivers I have ever seen.”

While there will be personnel changes at the skilled positions on offense,
coordinator Bob Gregory is facing the prospects of an extreme makeover for
the Cal defense.

“We have so many new guys who must step in,” Tedford said.

Only three starters return from a 2004 group that ranked No. 2 nationally
against the rush (79.4 ypg), ranked among the NCAA leaders in scoring (8th)
and total defense (24th), and allowed the fewest points per game (16.0) at
the school since 1968.
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Gregory, a finalist for the 2004 Broyles Award as one of college football’s
top assistant coaches, will have ample opportunity to prove his mettle this
fall as he and his defensive staff try to mesh many new but talented players
into their 4-3 scheme. Fortunately, there are capable returning or incom-
ing players at every position.

Anchoring this year’s defensive unit will be three returning starters
in senior Harrison Smith and junior Daymeion Hughes
at cornerback, and junior Brandon
Mebane at tackle. Smith, who will
become a three-year starter,
set a school record by
breaking up 18 passes
last season, while
Hughes added 26
tackles and six
passes broken up
as a sophomore in
’04. Mebane, one
of the best young defensive tackles in the
Pac-10, joined Smith as an honorable men-
tion all-conference selection last year af-
ter garnering 25 tackles, including six for
losses of 24 yards, in starting the Bears’
final eight games of the season.

Also back for his senior campaign is
rover Donnie McCleskey, a 2003 All-Pac-
10 first team choice who battled through
an injury-plagued 2004 season that would
have sidelined most players. Unques-
tionably the leader on defense, he
hopes to recapture his 03 form
that saw him set a school
record for tackles (102) and
sacks (5.5) by a defen-
sive back.

Some other piv-
otal players who
return are senior end -
Tosh Lupoi, an 11-
game starter in 2003 who has gained a medical hardship sixth season after
missing last year with a foot fracture; junior end Steve Kelly, who started
Cal’s first three games last fall before suffering a season-ending knee injury in
practice; junior reserve cornerback Tim Mixon, who collected 26 tackles and
a team-best three interceptions as the club’s nickel back after starting the
first four games of 2003 at corner before a knee injury ended that season; and
senior outside linebacker Ryan Foltz, who started five games last year and
pocketed 25 tackles.

However, Gregory knows that many newcomers to the program must play
well immediately if the Bear defense expects to growl again in 05.

Among the reinforcements who could seize starting roles from the get-go
are a trio of JC All-Americans in linebackers Desmond Bishop (City College
of San Francisco) and Mickey Pimentel (Pima Community College), and
defensive end Nu’u Tafisi (Mt. San Antonio College). Two of the three —
Bishop and Tafisi — participated in spring drills, which helped accelerate their
adaptation to the Division I level.

Bishop, named California’s State JC Defensive Player of the Year and
rated the No. 4 JuCo player in the nation by SuperPrep, crushed opponents
for 118 tackles in 10 regular-season games as Ayoob’s and Hawkins’ team-
mate at CCSF.

Pimentel offers similar credentials. As the National Junior College Ath-
letic Association Region I Defensive Player of the Year, the 6-2, 220-pound
outside linebacker utilized his 4.6 speed to cash in 10.5 sacks for a Pima club
that finished fifth in the final NJCAA national poll.

Ranked the No. 3 JC defensive end in the nation last year by SuperPrep,
Tafisi could apply plenty of heat on Pac-10 quarterbacks this fall. Despite
being double- and triple-teamed last season, the 6-2, 265-pound end stock-
piled 16 sacks and 23 tackles for loss.

Besides Bishop, Pimentel and Tafisi — all of whom were rated among the
Top 30 junior college players in the United States — there are some incoming
freshmen who may be asked to contribute immediately.

Defensive End
Tosh Lupoi

They include prep All-America linebacker Anthony Felder (O’Dea HS,
Shoreline, Wash.), ranked the No. 3 player in the state of Washington and
the No. 6 inside linebacker in the nation last year; Syd’Quan Thompson
(Grant HS, Sacramento), rated the No. 11 cornerback and No. 13 over-
all athlete in the nation in ’04; and DB Robert Peele (Edison HS,
Fresno), Rivals.com’s No. 18 cornerback on its national list.

The Bears’ kicking game figures to improve in 2005 with the
return of punter David Lonie (40.0 avg.) and place kicker Tom
Schneider (9-16 FG, school-record 56-0f-57 PATSs).

For Tedford, the man who has resurrected a once-moribund
program at Cal, the upcoming season represents just another
hurdle in his long-term vision of establishing a new order of

power in Pac-10 football.

The Golden Bears open their 2005 season by playing
' | three of their first five games in the friendly confines of

Memorial Stadium against Sacramento State, Illinois and
Arizona, and the final home contest is a Nov. 12 rematch
against two-time defending national champion USC. It prom-

ises to be good theater, considering the last three Cal-USC
games have produced nail-biting finishes, and the most recent
pairing in Berkeley resulted in a 34-31 triple-overtime Bear
victory — the only blemish on USC’s record in the last two years.
A position-by-position breakdown of the 2005 team, as it enters fall
practice:

OFFENSE
QUARTERBACK

Seldom does a college program face
the prospects of replacing a quarter-
back as talented as Aaron Rodgers. Ob-
viously ready to play on a higher level,
Rodgers opted to forgo his senior year
at Cal to enter the 2005 NFL Draft,
where he was selected by the Green Bay
Packers in the first round.
While the team will need to find
other ways to replace his big num-
bers — the first team All-Pac-10
pick passed for 5,469 yards and 43 touchdowns
while setting a Pac-10 career mark for lowest
interception percentage (1.95%) in two seasons in Berkeley — it may be
Rodgers’ leadership abilities that will be missed the most.

Neither of the two quarterbacks battling to fill Rodgers’ shoes has taken a
snap at the Division I-A level, but Tedford was pleased with the progress both
candidates displayed in the spring. Regardless of their standing following the
Spring Game, Tedford said the real competition to win the starting job will
begin in earnest when the Bears return to campus for fall camp.

Joe Ayoob (pronounced A-yoob) enrolled at Cal for the spring semester
after an All-American career at City College of San Francisco. The 6-3, 220-
pounder, the No. 1-rated JC passer in California last year, used the opportu-
nity to learn as much of the playbook as possible.

Ayoob’s credentials suggest he could step in quickly, much like Rodgers did
in 2003 after transferring from Butte College. He guided CCSF to a 23-1
combined mark in two seasons there and directed the state’s most prolific JC
offense in "04 (500.1 ypg).

Nate Longshore, who played on the Bears’ scout team as a freshman last
year, was an all-everything quarterback in high school. The 6-5, 225-pounder
was a consensus All-American, passing for 3,449 yards and 34 touchdowns
with only 12 interceptions as a senior at Canyon High School in Southern
California.

Clearly benefiting under the tutelage of Tedford and offensive coordinator
George Cortez, Longshore has made significant strides in his quest to become
a future starting QB at Cal. In the Spring Game, he completed 5-of-6 passes
for 106 yards and three scores.

Adding support behind center are Steve Levy, a junior who came to Cal as
a quarterback, played fullback last fall and then returned to QB in the spring,
and incoming freshman Kyle Reed, who was rated the No. 10 prep quarter-
back in the country by ESPN.com out of Oakland’s McClymonds HS.

Nate Longshore
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RUNNING BACK

Despite the loss of J. J. Arrington — the
nation’s leader in rushing yards (2,018) who
averaged 7.0 yards per carry last fall — Cal’s
running back corps must be regarded as one of
the deeper groups in the Pac-10.

Rated the country’s No. 2 high school run-
ning back by one respected recruiting service
coming out of Oakland Tech High, Marshawn
Lynch (5-11, 215) didn’t disappoint as
Arrington’s understudy last season. Although
he did not start a game as a true freshman in
2004, Lynch rushed for 628 yards in his debut
season. He put up even more gaudy statistics
than that, however, in averaging 8.8 yards per carry (No. 1 in the Pac-10),
scoring 10 touchdowns and averaging 24.8 yards per kickoff return (No. 3 in
the conference).

With a great combination of speed, strength and balance, Lynch’s best
asset may be his ability to change direction seemingly at will. Now in 2005,
he will get center stage and will be the primary target for opposing defenses.

Senior Terrell Williams (109 yds., 2 TDs) and junior Marcus O’Keith
(96 yards), who averaged 8.4 and 5.3 yards per carry in 2004, respectively,
give the Bears two players who would start on many Pac-10 teams. Williams,
who did start as a true freshman and rushed for a team-best 688 yards in
2001, needs only 64 yards in 2005 to join Cal’s 1,000-yard career rushing
list. O’Keith, slowed by an ankle sprain last year, burst loose for 103 yards on
only 12 carries against Washington as a redshirt freshman in 2003.

In addition, 5-8, 180-pound sophomore Justin Forsett gives the Bears a
quick and elusive tailback who can also be called upon to bolster Cal’s special
teams as a return man. He showed glimpses of his unique talents in the Air
Force opener, squirting free for 34 yards and a touchdown on seven carries.

What will make the work of all of the running backs a bit easier this fall is
the blocking of three-year starter Chris Manderino at fullback. Manderino,
one of the most fundamentally sound players on the team, continues to offer
superior protection for both the running and passing game. While his touches
of the football are limited in the Tedford offense, the 6-1, 230-pound full-
back has averaged more than four yards per carry in his career (137 yards on
33 carries) and also gained more than 11 yards per reception (296 yards and
three TDs on 30 catches).

The Bears also enjoy depth at fullback with junior Byron Storer, who
connected on a 58-yard touchdown pass play at Oregon State last year, and
redshirt freshman Will Ta’ufo’ou.

Even without the return of Arrington, Cal has a legitimate chance to
repeat as the Pac-10’s rushing champion for a third straight year in 2005.

WIDE RECEIVER

The Bears were hit hard by graduation at the
wide receiver position, losing arguably their
top four players from a year ago. When
healthy, the starting tandem of Geoft McArthur
and Chase Lyman gave Cal one of the best
one-two punches in college football.

McArthur, an All-American and All-Pac-10
first team choice, is the only player in school
history to reach the coveted 200-reception
and 3,000-yard career plateaus, as he set Cal
records in both categories (202 for 3,188
yards), as well as the single-season reception
yardage mark of 1,504 in 2003.

Lyman, meanwhile, provided the Bears with size and speed when healthy,
as the gifted pass-catcher was averaging a NCA A-leading 29.6 yards per grab
when he suffered a season-ending knee injury at USC last year. Add the loss of
part-time starters Jonathan Makonnen and Burl Toler, who combined for
152 career catches, 13 touchdowns and nearly 2,000 yards between them,
and you can understand why the Bears will likely rely heavily on true sopho-
more Robert Jordan.

It was a whirlwind year for Jordan in 2004, as the promising freshman
played exclusively on Cal’s scout teams as an apparent redshirt the first four
weeks of the season. But as an injury epidemic struck, Jordan was activated in

Chris Mandarino

Robert Jordan

Game 5 against UCLA, and he played in the final eight games of the season,
starting the final six, in place of previous starters Lyman, Toler and Makonnen.

Jordan responded remarkably well, considering the short transition. He
finished the year with 29 receptions for 332 yards and two touchdowns,
ranking second on the team to McArthur in catches.

Returning junior David Gray and sophomores Noah Smith, Sam DeSa
and Sean Young will get an opportunity to showcase their substantial talent
during the upcoming campaign. Gray, at 6-3, 220 pounds, provides a big
target for Cal’s quarterbacks and is looking for his first healthy season.
Smith, DeSa and Young are all speedsters who have seen limited action so far,
but are poised to move into the rotation this fall.

Former Parade magazine All-Americans Lavelle Hawkins and DeSean
Jackson headline the newcomers and figure to make strong bids in their first
seasons.

Hawkins, the state’s No. 7 punt returner at City College of San Francisco
with a 15.0 yard average last year, is a bona fide deep threat. Prior to his JC
season, he strung together back-to-back 1,000-yard seasons at Edison High
in Stockton.

Jackson is the first incoming Cal player to win the Glenn Davis Award as
Southern California’s top player since running back Russell White captured
the award at Crespi High in 1987. Among wide receivers nationally, the Long
Beach Poly grad was ranked No. 3 by PrepStar and No. 4 by ESPN.com.

TIGHT END

Tight end may be one of the thinner areas
on the 2005 team, as far as depth is concerned,
but sophomore Craig Stevens clearly is ready
for the lead role. The 6-5, 255-pounder served
as Garrett Cross’ backup last year, and while
his receiving numbers were minimal (4 rec., 61
yds., 1 TD), he seized attention for his fine
play as both a blocker and pass-catcher.

While it would appear he has the inside track
at the starting job in 05, seniors John Rust
(6 rec., 54 yds. in his career) and Eric Beegun
provide veteran help.

Prep All-American Cameron Morrah
(Claremont HS), a 6-5, 240-pound converted defensive end with 4.6 speed,
could also surprise in his freshman campaign.

Craig Stevens

OFFENSIVE LINE

One of the more celebrated offensive lines
in the nation returns virtually intact after pav-
ing the way for Cal to rank fifth in total of-
fense (492.4 ypg), sixth in rushing (256.8 ypg)
and seventh in scoring (36.8 ppg) among NCAA
offenses in 2004. As a tribute to their excep-
tional work, all five starters from last year
earned some form of All-Pac-10 honors. Only
guard Jonathan Giesel will be missing this fall
from that esteemed group.

Returning for another season are All-Pac-
10 first team seniors Marvin Philip (center)
and Ryan O’Callaghan (offensive tackle),
both worthy All-America candidates this year, as well as senior Aaron Merz
(guard) and junior Andrew Cameron (offensive tackle), a pair of All-Pac-
10 honorable mention picks in 2004.

Philip, who lost his starting job after his freshman season of 2001 when he
left school for a two-year Mormon mission, has seen the Bears zoom to a 14-
3 record since he reclaimed the center spot midway through the 2003 season.
His stellar play last year earned him first team All-America notice by
Sportslllustrated.com, and he was named one of seven finalists for the
Rimington Trophy as the nation’s best center.

It would appear that sophomore Erik Robertson, Giesel’s backup last
fall, would have a step up at the open left guard spot. Other veterans who
provide experienced backup support include senior tackle Jonathan Murphy;
junior Scott Smith, who has moved from center to tackle; junior tackle
Bryan Deemer; sophomore guard Brian De La Puente; and redshirt-
freshmen Alex Mack, Noris Malele, Mike Tepper and John Gibson.

Aaron Merz
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DEFENSE

DEFENSIVE LINE

The leadership and relentless play of Pac-
10 sack champion Ryan Riddle and second team
All-Pac-10 tackle Lorenzo Alexander will cer-
tainly be missed in the trenches this year.

Yet, there are still playmakers among the
front line, headed by returning 2004 starting
tackle Brandon Mebane and 2003 starting
end Tosh Lupoi.

Mebane is a hyperactive run-stuffer with a
constant motor. The 6-3, 290-pound junior
and former Los Angeles Central City Player of
the Year from Crenshaw High could blossom
into one of the Pac-10’s best in 2005. He earned
conference honorable mention notice as a sophomore when he made 25
tackles, including six for loss and 2.5 sacks. Mebane’s most notable effort
came at USC last year when he cornered Trojan QB Matt Leinart for 1.5
sacks.

Lupoi started 11 games as a junior in 2003 as the Bears’ seventh-leading
tackler (37). But the 6-4, 260-pound end suffered a foot fracture during 2004
training camp and was sidelined all of last season. Fortunately, a medical
hardship sixth year has been granted to the veteran lineman, and he could go
a long way in replacing the leadership lost from last year’s defense.

Other returnees who saw significant playing time in *04 include junior end
Steve Kelly (6 tackles, 1 sack, 1 int.), who drew three starts to open the
season in place of Lupoi before sustaining his own season-ending knee injury,
sophomore tackle Matthew Malele (4 tackles) and sophomore end Phillip
Mbakogu (3 tackles). In addition, junior Abu Ma’afala, a transfer from
Hawaii, adds a veteran presence after playing in 19 games for the Warriors
during his first two collegiate seasons.

But the real impact player of 2005 may very well be junior Nu’u Tafisi,
one of the elite defensive ends in junior college football last year at Mt. San
Antonio College. The first team JC All-American pummeled foes for 59
tackles, 16 sacks and 23 tackles for loss in earning his conference’s Defen-
sive Most Valuable Player award.

LINEBACKER

The linebacking unit may epitomize the
current state of Cal football better than any
other position on the team. Losses from last
year were considerable, yet the incoming re-
cruiting class might be one of the most tal-
ented in the country.

Regulars Wendell Hunter (first team All-Pac-
10), Sid Slater, Joe Maningo and Francis Blay-
Miezah have departed, as part-time starter
Ryan Foltz and reserve Greg Van Hoesen
are the only returnees who even appeared in
game action last year.

Foltz, a five-game starter and vital contribu-
tor last season, posted 25 tackles and one sack in 11 games. Van Hoesen
added three tackles and a blocked kick in eight game appearances.

Other returning linebackers who may be ready for playing time include
sophomore Andy Briner, juniors Jaylon DeBruin and Chris Purtz, and
redshirt-freshman Worrell Williams.

Yet with no game experience to back up their candidacy, incoming JC All-
Americans Desmond Bishop and Mickey Pimentel could very well win
starting jobs in their maiden Cal seasons.

Bishop, at 6-2, 245 pounds, was rated the No. 4 JC player in the United
States by SuperPrep, as he averaged almost 12 tackles per game. Named the
state’s 2004 JC Defensive Player of the Year, he gained familiarity with Cal’s
system after enrolling for the spring semester.

Meanwhile, Pimentel appears to be another prime-time player. An explo-
sive outside linebacker who blitzed quarterbacks for 10.5 sacks last year, the
6-2, 220-pound junior was named the Western States Football League’s De-
fensive Player of the Year in 2004.

Steve Kelly
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Ryan Folt;

DEFENSIVE BACK

While All-Pac-10 first team choice Matt
Giordano and team captain Ryan Gutierrez leave
voids at safety, two starters and three key re-
serves return from last year’s unit.

Heading the list is senior rover Donnie
McCleskey, who inspired his teammates last
year by playing almost the entire season with
a painful shoulder. A first team All-Pac-10 se-
lection as a sophomore in 2003 and a pre-
season All-American in some 2004 preview
magazines, McCleskey was limited to only two
starts last fall due to his injury.

Now healthy, McCleskey hopes to return to
his 2003 form when he broke Cal’s defensive back record for most tackles
(102) and led all Pac-10 defensive backs in tackles, sacks (5.5) and tackles
for loss (12 for 49). In fact, his 102 stops in *03 were the most tackles by any
Cal player in 10 years (Jerrott Willard, 147 in 1993).

He is joined in the starting secondary by senior Harrison Smith and
junior Daymeion Hughes, two of the more established cornerbacks in the
conference. Smith, who notched 31 tackles and one interception last fall, set
a Cal all-time season record by breaking up 18 passes in 2004. Hughes,
meanwhile, registered 26 tackles, six passes broken up and one forced fumble
last year.

Add to that group two other savvy vets in junior cornerback Tim Mixon
and sophomore safety Thomas DeCoud, players who must be considered
legitimate starting candidates in their own right.

Mixon, who won a starting job as a redshirt freshman in the 2003 fall
training camp before a knee injury ended his season four games into the
schedule, returned to 100 percent health last year after a rigorous rehab
period. He started only one game but played in all 12 contests for the Bears,
reeling off 28 tackles, six passes broken up and a team-leading three inter-
ceptions. DeCoud added nine tackles in a more limited secondary role, but his
rare jumping ability resulted in three blocked kicks on special teams.

SPECIAL TEAMS

It was kicking by committee last year for
special teams coach Pete Alamar’s unit, with
Australian David Lonie handling the punting
chores, Tom Schneider kicking field goals and
extra points, and Anthony Binswanger serving
as kickoff specialist.

All experienced inconsistency in their first
year, but all three should benefit this year from
their 2004 work.

Lonie, a transfer from Ellsworth Commu-
nity College (Iowa City, lowa), boomed seven
punts over 50 yards and averaged an even 40.0
yards per punt, with a season long of 61 yards
against Arizona.

Schneider, a walk-on from nearby Las Lomas High in Walnut Creek who
has since been rewarded with a scholarship, converted four of his final five
field goal attempts in finishing with 9-0f-16 on the season. He also set a
school record for PATs (56) and PAT attempts (57).

Binswanger, another local walk-on from De
La Salle High in Concord, should benefit from
an offseason strength and conditioning regi-
men that should lengthen his kicks this fall,
allowing him to reach the end zone more of-
ten.

All of Cal’s kick-return specialists are back,
although Lynch, who averaged 24.8 ypr, may
cede the position to a teammate due to his
more extensive duties on offense. Tailbacks
Terrell Williams and Justin Forsett ended the
spring sessions as the leading candidates to re-
turn kickoffs, while Tim Mixon (11.1 ypr in
2004) and Brandon Hampton are the top con-
tenders for punt returner.

Daymeion Hughes

David Lonie

Tim Mixon
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